
THE SERIES: EKSTASIS
The series Ekstasis publishes monographs and collected essays on topics 
concerning religious experience from Antiquity to the Middle Ages. Volumes 
in this series will address a diverse array of movements and particular 
expressions of religious experience, such as ecstatic trances, magic, healing, 
prophecy, divination, and dreams, as well as other phenomena. Methods 
will range widely, encompassing contemporary sociological, anthropological, 
and psychological approaches, as well as historical analysis of textual, 
archaeological, and artistic evidence.

EKSTASIS

This book breaks new ground in the study of the Shepherd of Hermas, 
one of the most widely read works in the early church. Leading scholars 
explore the topic of experience in the Shepherd with the help of a variety 
of interdisciplinary tools that include critical literary theory, anthropology, 
cognitive science, enactivism, affect theory, gender studies, intersectionality, 
and text reception.
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